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This is a paper found in the archives of Hampton Lodge No. 204, written by Brother   

R. A. Black. 

 Brother Black was a Past Master  of Flintville Lodge No. 158, and an honorary member of 

Hampton Lodge No. 204.  He was a very learned and well-read man.  He wrote many papers and gave 

many speeches and lectures on many different subjects. 

 Upon his death in 1936, his funeral was conducted in Hampton Lodge's now Temple.  He was  a 

very  well loved and respected Brother. 

 This is a paper written by Past Master Brother Black.  He went to Grand Lodge in 1928 to 

research Flintville Lodge No. 158.  In his studies he also found some early history concerning other 

Lodges in our area.  This is a history of what he found. 
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AMITY   LODGE   NO.  121 
  EDITED  &  COMPOSED 

BY     

 ELLISON  W.  MESSICK, Jr. 

P.D.D.G.M. 

 

 

 Amity Lodge No. 121, being charted in 1866, is the first Lodge in this small village that will one 

day become the great magic city of Florence, South Carolina.  The war has not been over very long.  

They have just welcomed home their fathers, brothers, sons, cousins, and husbands, and have buried 

those whose remains came home (most did not come home but were buried on the fields where they 

Fell) and grieved for all. 

 In 1866 they have turned their eyes and hopes to the future, hoping for a better life.  The 

economy is in ruin, society is in turmoil, there no funds or hands to plant the farms, weather is 

unfavorable and there is an influx of northern (both good and bad).  Through all this confusion and 

chaos there must have been some Master Masons who desired to meet together and maybe they might 

in some way help this little small town grow.  I am sure this is where the name Amity came from.  A 

group of northern and southern Master Masons putting aside their differences and predigest for their 

own good and to help their fellow man. 

This is a history of Amity Lodge No. 121 a story as told in its own words in the minute book.  A 

lot of the records are gone, especially the early days.  The oldest minutes start on January 8th, 1868 and 

there is where we will start. 

I am not going to include the bills.  We all have the same boring little bills. In most cases, I am 

not going to include the degrees, or who took them.  Neither am I going to include the petitioners, 

candidates, those who recommended them, those who investigated them, the results of the 

investigation, or the results of the ballot.  All this information is in the minute book, but I do not feel it is 

for public knowledge. 

 The following is some general knowledge of Amity Lodge No.121, to help you better understand.  

In the early days of their Lodge, our Brothers always opened and closed their Lodge on the Master 

Mason’s Degree, no matter in what Degree the work was done. 

 Amity Lodge No. 121 did not serve meals or refreshments. 

 Amity Lodge No. 121 met on the first Wednesday on or before the full moon.  We call such 

Lodges “MOON LODGES”.  This was done so all the Brothers would have as much light as possible to 

make their way to Lodge and then to return home.  Robbers, thieves, crumbles, and other undesirable 

people seem to do their dirty work in the dark on moonless nights. 
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    --January 8, 1868 – 

Brother George McD. Stoll of the committee on the celebration of the Festival of St. John the Evangelist 

reported that the same came off quite successfully.  A large number of visiting Brothers were present.  A 

fine supper was served, and all at no cost to the Lodge.  Yet the thanks of the committee was due to 

Brothers L. A. McCall, Samuel. McPherson, E. W. Lloyd and others for their liberal donations.  The report, 

on motion, was received. 

 Brother George McD. Stoll offered the following resolution. 

 “RESOLVED:  That this Lodge establish a school in this place for the education of the children of 

Brother Masons and others.  Said school to be under the control of a band of five (5) trustees to be 

elected at each annual communication, and further that said school to be a self-supporting institution.” 

 Past Master D. W. Haines moved that the resolution be referred to a committee of three Master 

Masons, for consideration and that said committee be instructed to confer with Brother Stoll and report 

at our next regular communication.  Adopted.  The Worshipful appointed the following committee: 

Brothers D. W. Haines, E.W. Lloyd, and T.W. Jones. 

 Brother D.W. Haines offered a resolution, tendering the thanks of the Lodge to the committee 

for the arrangements of the last celebration, for the very handsome manner they discharged their duty.  

Adopted. 

    --February 5, 1868 – 

 The committee on school, asked for further time, on motion it was granted. 

 A Lodge of Master Masons closed in short form and a Lodge of F/C opened in like manner.  

Brother Junior Warden reported that brother L. F. Guerry was in waiting to take the F/C Degree, 

whereupon he was ordered prepared by the  

Worshipful Master and passed to the Degree of a F/C  in due and ancient form. 

 A Lodge of F/C closed in short form.  A L:odge of M/M opened in like manner, and by  virtue of a 

dispensation from the Grand Lodge of S.C., Brother L. F. Guerry was raised to the Sublime Degree of a 

M/M in due and ancient form. 

    --March 4, 1868 – 

 The Committee on School, through the chairman Brother Past Master Haines, reported 

favorable, which was accepted and upon a vote being taken, Brother G. McD. Stoll resolved (offered on 

the 8th January 5868) to establish a school was numinously agreed to. 

 The following plans for the government of said school as suggested by the committee were 

agreed to unanimously; 
1st The school to be self-supporting. 

2nd It shall be under the control of a board of trustees, consisting of five (5) Master Masons, 

members in good standing of this Lodge, to be elected by ballot at the annual communication each year. 

3rd All applications for admission to said school must be made to the trustees, who alone shall 

decide upon the qualifications of applicants for entrance, state of tuition fee to be paid, course of 

studies, and choice of principal and assistance, the preference to be given to a brother Master Mason, 

when qualified. 
4th The trustees are required to report the programs and condition of the school at the end of each 

quarter. 



19 

 

 On motion, an election was held for trustees of the school to serve for the ensuing masonic 

year.  Whereupon Brothers E. W. Lloyds, L. F. Guerry, J. Wiley, J. J. Ellis, and J. A. Pettigrew were duly 

elected trustees. 

 On motion of Brother D. W. Haines, a standing Hall Committee of three (3) be appointed by the 

Worshipful Master to serve for one Year, whose duty it shall be to secure this or some other hall for our 

Lodge purpose, and to have full charge of same, and to whom all applications for use of Hall by outsiders 

must be made.  The committee action on all matters of the Hall to be final.The committee to be 

Brothers Haines, Lloyd, and Stoll. 

    --April 1, 1868 – 

 The Hall committee reported the renewal of the lease of this Hall for five (5) years.  Received as 

information. 

 The trustees of the school reported progress.  Received as information 

 Brother Stoll moved to reconsider that part of his school resolution as to the principal of said 

school.  Carried. 

 Brother Stoll then moved to strike out the words master mason before the word “as principal” 

that the trustees may be able to choose any capable person as principal of the school whether he be a 

brother master mason or nor.  Adopted. 

 Brother D. W. Haines moved to amend our by-laws as suggested by the Grand Lodge of S.C. to 

the effect, that all applicants must state, that they never have applied and been rejected by any Lodge 

of AFM. 

 The craft was now called from Labor to refreshment to be on again at 8 o’clock pm on April 7, 

1868. 

    --April 7, 1868 – 

The craft was called from refreshment to labor by order of the Worshipful Master L. A. McCall presiding 

   Right Worshipful Brother B. R. Campbell ---------Grand Lodge 

        Brother Z. P. Moses-------------W/M Sumter Lodge 

                      Brother Thomas Choate-------P/M Solomon Lodge #2 

Were announced and escorted to seats in the east.  Brother Junior Warden announced that Brother 

Washington and Gilbert were in waiting for the M/M Degree and upon being prepared were raised the 

sublime degree of a M/M in due and ancient form. 

    --May 6, 1868 – 

 The committee appointed to examine the Treasure’s books, reported that they could make no 

such report of said book’s condition owing to the difficulties attending the Treasure in the proper 

discharge of his duties last year, and suggested a called meeting that the Treasure may be able to get to 

gather such parties as are needed to assist him.  After some discussion it was agreed that the committee 

be discharged and the referred book back to the Treasure to arrange, if possible, at a called meeting of 

this Lodge on Monday, May 13, 1868. 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Brother Stoll and seconded by Brother 

Riley, was unanimously adopted. 

 Whereas, at the last regular annual communication of the Grand Lodge of AFM, held at the 

Grand East of S.C. a resolution was adopted forbidding the use of written notes and lectures in the 

workings of the Lodge in this jurisdiction, and further the use of said notes, same being in direct 
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violation of the Ancient Landmarks as well as calculated to destroy the beauty of our order.  Be it 

therefore resolved, that the strict pronouncement of said resolution, adopted by the Grand Lodge of 

AFM of S.C. be imposed upon the officers and Brothers of this Lodge. 

    --May 13, 1868 – 

 Meeting called by special order. 

 Lodge opened in due form and harmony at 8 o’clock pm.  Brother Past Master D. W. Haines 

presiding.  Present were Brother E. W. Lloyd as Junior Warden;  Bristow as Senior Warden; Stoll, C. C. 

Chase, J. P. Chase, W. Riley, J. P. Gayle, H. A. Ulmo, J. H. Husbands, S. P. Evans, and J. J. Ellis. 

 The Worshipful Master stated that the object of this Call of an Extra Communication was to 

assist Brother J. P. Chase, Treasure, for last year, in making up a final report of the condition of the 

books.  But the parties needed most was not present, therefore the object had failed, after some 

informal discussions it was moved that the whole matter be returned again to the Treasure to report at 

our next regular communication.  No further business, the Lodge was closed in due form and harmony. 

    --June 3, 1868 – 

 The committee consisting of the Treasure, of last year, upon the final report of the books of said  

Brother, beg for further time.  Granted and instructed he be ready for our next regular communication. 

  On motion of Brother C. C. Chase, Brother Stoll’s resolution as to renters, noted that in 

the work of the Lodge was reconsidered, and the motion of Brother J. P. Chase, was tabled. 

    --July 29, 1868 – 

 The Treasure for the last year (1967) was called upon for his report for the time of his 

administration, after some remarks the ex-Treasure stated that he was not ready and the Worshipful 

Master urged the importance of a settlement of the last year’s finances with the Treasure and instructed 

Brother J. P. Chase to endeavor to report final at our next communication. 

    --August 30, 1868 – 

 Minutes of last regular communication read, and before being confirmed Brother D. W. Haines 

remarked that the report of the special committee in the matter of R. A. Rouse, a Brother E/A, was 

informal and moved that that part of the minutes be expunged and the report remanded to the 

committee for a more formal and detailed report.  All of which was agreed to and the minutes as 

corrected were confirmed. 

 The committee (of the Treasure J. P. Chase) on the books and accounts for the past year was 

called upon for a report, whereupon Brother C. C.  Chase stated that Brother J. P. Chase with whom the 

whole matter rested, was absent from this place, therefore no report could be made. 

 Brother D. W. Haines moved that the committee on accounts be required not to handle any 

accounts to the Treasure for payment and the Treasure be instructed to pay no more bills until the 

Treasure makes a full and satisfactory report of the state of the finances of this Lodge.  Agreed. 

 Brother Stoll moved that Brother Past Master D. W. Haines be invited to open a Lodge of Sorrow 

at his convenience in memory of Brother Douglas and family, deceased.  Agreed to. 

    --October 28, 1868 – 

 The Treasure was ordered to pay the dues to the Grand Lodge without regards to the 
existing resolution.  Brother J. P. Chase begs that the same rule apply to his bill of rent, it passed.  After 
some remarks on the subject, the Worshipful Maser ruled that the rent bill could be paid at any time by 
the 
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remarks on the subject, the Worshipful Maser ruled that the rent bill could be paid at any time by the 

Treasure, so it was ordered before the resolution was passed. 

    --November 25, 1868 – 

Brother D. W. Haines offered the following resolution, which was adopted. 

Resolved:  That a supper be prepared for the Craft in the Lodge Room on the night of St. John 

the Evangelist Day, and that the expenses of said supper be defrayed by individual subscription and 

donations of the members.  That a committee of three be appointed to carry this resolution into 

execution.  Whereupon the Worshipful Master appointed Brothers Allen, Wily, and Eskleman. 
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   --January 12, 1870 – 

The minutes of last communication was not being in Lodge were not offered and action on the 

same was postponed. 

Brother Chase, chairman of the committee to inquire into the expenditure of the Lodge from its 

organization to present, reported informally that the committee was not ready to report, not having 

access to the Books, papers, and etc. 

The Secretary, being still absent, Brother Chase moved that the Secretary be requested to write 

up his books and have them ready for a called or regular communication, which motion being put to the 

Lodge was so ordered. 

   --January 26, 1870 – 

Brother Chase, chairman on the committee to inquire into the expenditures of the Lodge from 

its organization, reported that the committee could not report still being refused access to the Books 

and paper, and that the Secretary refused to deliver the Books and papers before they are written up. 

The Worshipful Master read a letter, which was received from the Grand Secretary, stating that 

no application for a dispensation had been received from Brother Stoll, the Secretary. 

Brother Ulmo offered the following resolution; 

RESOLVED;   That a committee of three be appointed to wait upon Brother Stoll, and to demand 

the Books and papers of the Lodge, whether they are written up or unwritten. 

 Brother Wingate offered an amendment; that the demand be made forth with, and on refusal, 

that Brother Stoll be dealt with accordingly, which motion being put to the Lodge, was so ordered. 

 The Master appointed on that committee Brothers Hanley, Wingate, and L. A. McCall. 
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 The Lodge was called from Labor to refreshment for 15 minutes. Lodge was called from 

refreshment to Labor. 

 The committee appointed to wait upon Brother Stoll, reported that Brother Stoll declined to 

give up the Books and papers. 

 Brother Haines moved that the committee be discharged, which being put to the Lodge was so 

ordered. 

 On motion of Brother Ulmo it was resolved: 

RESOLVED;   that those officers who presented their letter of resignation, withdraw their letters 

and that a demand be made for a dispensation to install the officers elect.  Which being put to the 

Lodge, was so ordered.  

 Brother James Allen and Brother Lloyd withdrew their letters of resignation, and Brother Chase 

offered the following; 

RESOLVED;   That a committee of three be appointed to call on Brother Stoll tomorrow, the 27th  

to get the Books and papers, appertaining to the Lodge, and if necessary to take out a warrant.  Which 

being put to the Lodge, was so ordered. 

Brother Eskleman offered the following resolution, which was so ordered; 

RESOLVED;That a committee of three be appointed to see if there are sufficient grounds that 
charges ought to be preferred against Brother Stoll and if any, to prepare them and submit them 

to the Lodge. 

   --February 5, 1870 – 

The Worshipful Master announced this special communication was called for the purpose of 

installing the officers under a dispensation from the Grand Master. 

Brother Chase from the committee on Secretary and Treasure Books of the past year reported 

that he called on Brother Stoll on the 27th, last month; for the purpose of getting the Books and papers 

of the Lodge and that they are now in the hands of the committee. 

   --February 9, 1870 – 

The Committee appointed to hear charges preferred against Brother George McD Stoll were 

Brothers Galliard, Strauss and Bristow.  The committees on finances were allowed more time to report. 

   --March 16, 1870 – 

The financial report was reported and was presented and a portion of it was read and received 

as information. 

It was moved and ordered that a special meeting be called for next Monday night for the 

purpose of taking action on the financial report. 

   --March 21, 1870 – 

The Worshipful Master announced that the meeting was called for the purpose of taking action 

on the financial report.  The report was read and it was moved that the report be received and 

accepted.  The motion being put to the Lodge was so ordered.  On motion it was resolved. 

RESOLVED;   That the Lodge return their thanks to the committee for the perseverance in 

getting up the report and instructed them to continue their labor to investigate about the difference of 

the funds of the Lodge.  The motion being put to the Lodge was so ordered and then was moved that 

the chairman of the committee on finance be authorized to increase the number of the committee if he 

deems appropriate to do so. Motion was put to the Lodge and so ordered. 
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Brother Washington offered the following resolution. 

RESOLVED;   that a committee of three be appointed to solicit aid from the Brothers of the 

Lodge and that the Secretary furnish them a list of the members owing dues to the Lodge, so as to 

collect said dues, which was so ordered.   The committees appointed were Brothers Washington, Allen, 

and Gamble. 

   --April 13, 1870 – 

The chairman on the committee of finance read a further report which was accepted.  Brother S. 

A. Gregg moved, that the committee be authorized and instructed to accept the vouchers which Brother 

Stoll claims to have paid provided the committee was satisfied that the Lodge got value received for the 

same.  The motion being put to the Lodge was as ordered. 

A letter directed to J. M. Haines from Brother Bird of Charleston presenting the Lodge with an 

order of ($20.00) twenty dollars from Jerome P. Chase. 

Brother Haines moved that the thanks of this Lodge be returned to Brother Bird for his liberality  

Which being put to the Lodge was so ordered. 

    --May 11, 1870 – 

 The committee on Brother Stoll’s case presented a report, which was ordered to be referred to 

the same committee for further investigation.  Brother Galliard chairman on that committee begged to 

be discharges which were granted and Brother Eskleman was appointed in his place. 

 Brother Chase chairman in the committee on the Secretary accounts read still further report of 

progress. 

 Brother Hanley moved that the report be accepted as information, the motion being put to the 

Lodge was so ordered. 

    --June 8, 1870 – 

 A semi-annual report from the Secretary and Treasure accounts was read and received as 

information. 

 A letter from Brother James Allen, as executor of the estate of our late Brother A. S. Douglas, 

claiming $25.00 with interest less amount due for arrears, which amount had been lent to the Lodge in 

1866, by our deceased Brother A. S. Douglass, was received as information.  On motion of Brother 

Haines, it was ordered that the claim be paid if any money in the treasury or by first money received. 

 A letter from Brother L. F. Guerry was read asking for the use of the Hall for a concert to be 

given by Mrs. S. L. Green on the 14th.  The request was referred to the Hall committee. 

    --July 6, 1870 – 

 Brother John Mazawosky of Transylvania Lodge No, 22  made an appeal on the Lodge to get 

funds to aid him to bring his family over from Europe.  There being no money in the treasury it was 

agreed that every member give according to his means. 

    --September 7, 1870 – 

Brother Chase, chairman of the committee on ex-secretary and treasurer accounts, reported 

that they had done all they could do.  Where on the following resolution was offered by Brother Allen; 

 WHEREAS:   The report of the committee on the Secretary and Treasure accounts submitted 

several months hence, show ex-secretary Stoll to have collected and not turned over to the treasure 

over two hundred dollars ($200.00) and whereas Brother Stoll has failed for so long a time and after 

several applications by the committee to adjust his accounts. 
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 RESOLVED:   That this being in violation of Masonic Law, it is hereby preferred as a charge 

against Brother Stoll, the ex-secretary which he is here by cited to answer at the next regular meeting. 

 On motion a committee was appointed to craft suitable resolutions in respect to the memory of 

our deceased Brother E. B. Brunson, Jr.  That a copy of said resolutions be forwarded to the family of the 

deceased Brother and that they be spread at large on a page of our minute book, which shall be 

dedicated to his memory.  The Master appointed on this committee Brothers Chase, Allen, and Hanley 

    --October 5, 1870 – 

 Brother Stoll, ex-secretary, who was cited to answer charges preferred against him as having 

misused the funds of the Lodge.  Not being present, a vote was taken by ballot and Brother Stoll was 

found guilty by all members present.  Upon second vote by ballot Bro Stoll was expelled and the 

Secretary was instructed to forward the proceedings of the meeting to the Grand Secretary of the Grand 

Lodge. 

    --October 28, 1870 – 

 The Worshipful Master stated that the meeting was called at the request of several brethren to 

consider the finance of the Lodge and the payment of its rent. 

 The Secretary stated as information that only $43.00 has been collected during this year as 

arrears. 

 On motion of Past Master Haines the following resolution was unanimously adopted; 

 RESOLVED:   That a committee of five (5) be appointed, who shall have full authority to audit 

and finally settle the accounts of each member of the Lodge. 

 The Committee was announced as Brothers James Allen, Treasure;  A. Strauss, Secretary; 

J. Chase; Past Master Haines. 

 Brother Chase suggested that the importance of the case demanded that money shall be 

immediately raised to pay the rent and it was unsafe to wait for the collection of the arrears.  Upon 

which every member present signified his willingness to donate to the Lodge $5.00 or $10.00 for this 

emergency, to be turned over to the above committee. 

 NOTE;   At the start of the night there shows ten (10) brothers being present, at the end there is 

twenty-one (21) brothers that gives up to fifteen dollars ($15.00).  Brother Allen besides his $10.00 loans 

the Lodge an additional $22.75.  The total amount collected and turned over to the treasure was two 

hundred and seven dollars and seventy-five cents ($207.75). I am proud of their actions; remember just 

how much a dollar was worth in 1870. 

    --November 2, 1870 – 

 Brother Chase, chairman from the committee to audit and finally settle the accounts of each 

member of the Lodge reported progress.  The arrears list was then read. 

 A communication from Benton Lodge No. 26 was read, which was asking permission of this 

Lodge to confer the usual degrees of masonry on Mr. B. H. Wittington as the same is leaving and moving 

nearer to this Lodge.  Upon which the Secretary was instructed to answer in the negative. 

 A memorial in behalf of our deceased Brother E. B. Brunson, Jr. on which Brothers Hanley, Allen, 

and Chase were appointed, was read and adopted and the Secretary instructed to forward the same to 

the family. 
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   --December 2, 1870 – 

 Election of officers.  Brother J. M. Haines was elected Worshipful Master. 

    --December 27, 1870 – 

 The Worshipful Master elect stated that this meeting was called to celebrate the day of St. John 

the Evangelist,  to install the new officers, and also to confer upon Brother Kuker F/C,  

who was in waiting the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason, to close the work of the masonic year. 

 The Worshipful Master elect assumed the chair and called the attention of the Lodge to the 

condition of the finances and urged upon all of its members the necessity of settling their accounts with 

the Lodge so as to place the Lodge in possession to relieve itself of its embarrassments. 

    --January 4, 1871 – 

 The arrears list was then read and the Worshipful Master stated that action would be taken on 

the same at the next regular communication. 

 A letter of Brother James Allen declining to be installed as Secretary of this Lodge was read and 

received as information.  The Worshipful Master stated that he would apply for a dispensation to elect 

and install another Secretary. 

    --February 1, 1871 – 

 Brother E. W. Lloyd Past Master offered the following resolution; 

 RESOLVED:   That this Lodge take definite action upon its arrears list at its next regular  

Communication and that all proper notice and precautions be taken to comply withtherequest 

of its By-laws in the meantime.  Which motion was adopted. 

 First notice was given by Brother Past Master Lloyd that he will present to the Lodge a 

resolution as to adopt the by-laws of the Grand Lodge as in the AHIMAN REZON to govern this Lodge in 

place of those by-laws we now have. 

    --March 1, 1871 – 

 The arrears list was read on motion of Brother Strauss, it was resolved: 

 RESOLVED;   That action on the same be postponed until our next regular communication when 

final action shall be taken.  Which was so ordered. 

    --April 5, 1871 – 

 A communication was read from Damen Lodge No. 2 Knights of Pythias making application to 

rent the Masonic Hall as a plan for their weekly meetings.  The Worshipful Master informed the Lodge 

that he had granted to the Knights of Pythias the use of the Hall until this communication and now 

submitted the matter to the Brethren for their action when it was unanimously resolved 

 RESOLVED:   That this Lodge approve the action of the Worshipful Master and consent to rent 

the Masonic Hall to Damen Lodge No.2 Knights of Pythias for the sum of one hundred and twenty-five 

dollars ($125.00) per annum and that the Worshipful Master and Wardens of this Lodge was hereby 

authorized and empowered to make all necessary arrangements on their basis under such conditions 

and stipulation as they may deem proper. 

 Brother Haines moved that final action on the arrears list be postponed until the next regular 

communication when all delinquent accounts shall be acted on.  Which was adopted. 

 In the course of the evening the Worshipful Master appointed Brother E. W. Lloyd as Secretary 

of this Lodge for the unexpired term of the Secretary.  Elected having declined to be installed. 
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    --May 3, 1871 – 

The Worshipful Master called up the action on the arrears list which by a resolution was laid 

over from last regular communication to be acted on at this one. 

 The arrears list to 27th December, 1870 was then read also a communication from Brother J. E. 

Wingate and Brother R. A. Rouse, relating to their particular cases.  Which was received as information.  

The ballot was then taken separately on all members who came under the rule.  The result was that no 

name was stricken from the roll.  The dues by the action of the Lodge being all remitted and the 

Worshipful Master directed the Secretary to credit those accounts accordingly.  But, the Worshipful 

Master also ruled that the Lodge was competent to receive those dues from its members if they were 

disposed to pay them, but had no right to demand them. 

    --May 31, 1871 – 

 The minutes of the last regular communication were then read and after some remark on the 

part of the Senior Warden in reference to the ruling of the Worshipful Master in the cases of members 

lately in arrears (the Senior Warden objecting to the second) were confirmed.  The Senior Warden then 

gave notice that he would appeal to the Grand Master from the ruling of the Worshipful Master in that 

case.  No further business appearing the Lodge was closed in due form and harmony. 

    --June 28, 1871 – 

 Brother Strauss moved that this Lodge adopt the By-laws of the Grand Lodge for the 

government of subordinate Lodges, as the By-laws of this Lodge.  Which was carried. 

 A special committee consisting of Brothers Chase, Jones and Baruch were appointed to inspect 

the Secretary and Treasure Books, to report at the next regular communication. 

 Brother Chase presented a communication requesting that he be allowed to collect rent from 

the Knights of Pythias until his claim for rent was paid, which was withdrawn when it was resolved: 

 RESOLVED;   That from now and after this date, Brother Chase’s claim for rent, in arrears take 

precedence over all other claims 

--July 26, 1871 – 

 Under the heading of new business the following charges and specifications against Brother J. H. 

Pawley were read and the Secretary instructed to furnish the Brother with a copy of the charges and 

specifications preferred against him and summons him to be and appear at the next regular 

communication to answer same charges. 

 CHARGES AND SPECIFICATIONS 

 Florence, S. C., July 26th, 1871 

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brothers of Amity Lodge No. 121  A.F.M.  Respectfully represent 

J. H. Pawley, a Brother and member of our Lodge 

 That  J. H. Pawley a member of said Lodge has been guilty of unmasonic conduct for which he 

ought to be expelled from this Lodge and from Masonry in general. 

 CHARGE  1:   In that he has been guilty of gross and habitual intemperance. 

 CHARGE  2:   He did with one Gil Douglas a Master Mason and others in his company on the 11th 

day of July Eighteen hundred and Seventy-one (1871), wantonly and without justification or right make 

an assault upon me, Nicholas W. Eskleman, a Brother Mason and member of this Lodge and did cruelty 

beat and wound me contrary to his obligation as a Mason. 
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 CHARGE 3:   He has by his general conduct shown such disregard for the laws of the land and of 

the conduct due by one Brother Mason to another and by one citizen to another as to bring reproach 

and stigma upon the name of Masonry.  Wherefore your complainant prayers that the said J. H. Pawley 

be dealt with according to Masonic Law. 

      Respectfully 

      (Signed) NICHOLAS W. ESKLEMAN 

 The committee to exam the Treasure and Secretary Books for the past ½ year, through their 

chairman asked for further time and enlarged powers, which was granted them. 

    --August 30, 1871 – 

 The Worshipful Master then informed the Lodge officially of the death of Henry Withington, late 

our Junior Warden.  On motion a committee of three consisting of Brothers Lloyd, Chase and Ulmo were 

appointed to draft a preamble and sentiment of resolution expressing our feeling on the occasion. 

 The committee appointed in the early part of the evening submitted the following report. 

 The committee to whom was referred the preparing of a suitable tribute to the memory of 

Brother Henry Withington, late Junior Warden of this Lodge, beg leave to submit the following for your 

consideration: 

 Since our last regular communication the Angel of Death has entered our portals and with his 

unerring shaft has stricken in our midst a familiar form, and we are called upon to mourn the loss of a 

brother.  Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to take from us Brother Withington, late our Junior 

Warden, we bow in humble resignation to the Devine visitation, we murmur not but deeply feel his loss 

and deem it our sad privilege to indulge in the pleasure and sorrow of memory and pay a last tribute to 

the memory of departed worth.  He was one of the Charter members of this Lodge and filled various 

offices in our midst and the fidelity with which he discharged the Masonic Tenets reposed in him attests 

his devotion to the institution.  To us his life pure in its integrity, manly in its frankness and generous in  

its impulses stands  

 

forth as an example worthy of imitations, and we have the cheering hope that his bright light shines in 

the center of a perfect arch on the distant shore of eternity. 

 RESOLVED:   That in the death of Brother Henry Withington this Lodge suffers the loss of a 

worthy Brother and counselor. 

 RESOLVED:   We will ever cherish as dear to us his memory as a man and Mason. 

 RESOLVED:   That we deeply sympathize with the members of his family in this their hour of 

affliction and that a copy of these resolutions be sent to them by the Secretary. 

 RESOLVED:   That a page in our records be inscribed to his memory and that the Lodge be 

draped in mourning his memory. 

 

      Respectfully  Submitted with Love 

      (Signed) Edward W. Lloyd 

        Jerome R. Chase 

        Henry A. Ulmo 

 Which upon motion was adopted. 
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The charges preferred at our last regular communication by Brother N. W. Eskleman against Brother 

James H. Pawley were then called up.  All parties being present, the charges were read by the Secretary 

and the Lodge proceeded to trial.  After all the testimonies that could be procured was addressed, the 

Lodge voted upon the First, second, and third charges remitted, none of which were sustained. 

    --October, 1871 – 

 The committee appointed to examine the books of the Secretary and Treasurer, reported that 

they have discharged that duty and finds the books substantially correct. 

    --November 22, 1871 – 

 This the date for a regular communication, but in consequence of non-attendance of members, 

there was no meeting. 

    --December 20, 1871 – 

 This the date for a regular communication, but the Grand Lodge of S.C. met on this day and all 

the officers of the Lodge, being in attendance at the Grand Lodge, there was no meeting. 

    --January 4, 1872 – 

The Worshipful Master informed the Lodge that he had authority to convene this Lodge at his earliest 

convenience from the Grand Master, for the purpose of electing and installing officers fo 

    --January 24, 1872 – 

 The subject of reconsideration of action of arrears list was postponed until further information 

as to the decision of the Grand Lodge in the case of appeal of Brother J. P. Chase from decision of Lodge 

with regard to arrears list could be obtained from the Grand Secretary in Charleston. 

    --February 21, 1872 – 

 Motion was made by Brother D. W. Haines that the Secretary notifies all delinquent members 

and urges the settlement of their dues.  On vote of the Lodge said motion was carried. 

    --March 20, 1872 – 

Minutes of last meeting was read and confirmed (corrected).  The Secretary not being explicit enough in 

summoning delinquent members was reinstructed by the Worshipful Master to request all members 

who were twelve (12) months in arrears to come forward at our next regular communication and show 

cause why article 104 of the constitution of the Grand Lodge should not be enforced. 

 Brother Haines suggested that the windows be fitted with new curtains and so ordered. 

    --April 17, 1872 – 

 The next business before the Lodge was to take action on all delinquent members.  After some 

discussion, a motion was made by Brother Lloyd, granting longer time.   On vote of the Lodge, said 

motion was lost. 

 A motion was then made by Brother Henry Ulmo that immediate action be taken on all 

members in arrears.  Said motion was put before the Lodge and on vote being taken was carried.  Vote 

with the following results: 

1.   J. E. Wingate  declared erased 

2.   J. Wiley   declared erased 

3.   F. W. Ford   declared erased 

4.   W. D. Webster  declared erased 

5.   L. A. McCall There being some misunderstanding in Brother McCall’s account, motion was  

   Made by Brother Robertson that his case be deferred until our next regular  
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   communication.   Carried 

6.   William Zimmerman declared erased 

7.   S. A. Gregg By request granted further time. 

8.   R. A. Rouse he declaring his inability to pay his dues were remitted to the 27th December,  

   1870 

9.  C. C. Chase  Brother Chase’s case being somewhat perplexed was deferred 

10.   E. B. Brunson, Sr.  declared erased 

11.   C. D. Bristow By request was granted longer time 

Nine others paid dues this night. 

Communication from Admen Lodge No. 2 Knights of Pythias asking a reduction of Hall rent.   

Referred to finance committee consisting of Brothers Chase, Worshipful  MasterGuerry, Senior Warden, 

and Morris, Junior Warden. 

    --May 22, 1872 – 

 Brother E. W. Lloyd, District Deputy Grand Master, made an official visit to this Lodge and was 

received in due form.  He made a short but very appropriate address. 

 The committee on the letter from Damen Lodge No. 2 Knights of Pythias asking for a reduction 

of Hall rent, reported that said rent be reduced to one hundred dollars ($100.00) per annum 

From 1st of June.Which was put before the Lodge and carried in favor of said reduction. 

    --June 19, 1872 – 

 A communication was read from Union Lodge requesting a donation of five dollars ($5.00) to 

assist in rebuilding their Lodge room.  Which on motion of Brother Haines and vote of the Lodge was 

ordered to be sent. 

 The arrears list was read and the Secretary ordered to take the usual course in case of those 

who came under the rule. 

    --July 3, 1872 – 

 The Masonic Hall was destroyed by fire on this morning of the 3rd July at 1 o’clock, 5872. 

    --July 11, 1872 – 

 The Lodge meeting at Gilbert’s Hall 

 A special communication of Amity Lodge no. 121 A.F.M. was convened this evening at 8 o’clock, 

by order of the Worshipful Master, for the purpose of taking some steps in regard to a place for holding 

Lodge meetings and such other business as may come before it, relative to our own distress condition.  

A motion was made by Brother Past Master Haines, that a committee of three be appointed to proceed 

at once to procure such furniture and implements as is necessary for the workings of the Lodge.  Said 

motion was adopted.  The committee consisted of Brothers Past Master Haines, J. A. Gamble, and S. A. 

Robertson. 

    --July 17, 1872 – 

 The committee on hall furniture reported progress. 

 The letter of Brother W. Riley, which was read at our last regular communication and ordered to 

lie over until this, was again read.  When the following resolution was made by Brother E. W. Lloyd and 

adopted. 
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 RESOLVED:   That the Lodge being now in possession of information that assures them that their 

action in erasing Brother W. Riley’s name from the roll at our April communication was hasty and do 

hope that his name be now restored to the roll and a demit granted him at this time. 

 The arrears list was read and a motion made by Brother Haines that action on all delinquents 

not exceeding six dollars ($6.00) be deferred.  Which, upon a vote of the Lodge was adopted. 

 Brother W. H. Brown having paid up all dues applied for a demit, which was granted. 

 Brother Haines applied for a demit for Brother W. A. Washington. 

 Brother Chase applied for a demit for Brother L. A. McCall. 

All request for demits were to be granted if their arrears were paid in full. 

 More and more Brothers are beginning to demit, on this date five (5) demitted. 

 Brother Haines moved that a committee be appointed to suggest plans for permanently 

securing a Hall for our use.  Which was adopted and a committee on said motion consisting of Brother D. 

W. Haines, T. W. Jones, J. A. Gamble, Samuel McPherson, and James Allen. 

    --August 14, 1872 – 

 A letter from Allen-Dale Lodge asking for aid to rebuild their Lodge was read.  Our condition 

being the same as theirs or rather worse was rejected. 

    --November 13, 1872 – 

 Ellis Hall is now the new meeting place of this Lodge. 

 By request the arrears list was read and action on delinquent members was deferred. 

 The committee (on Hall and furniture) reported progress and adopted the following resolution 

made by Brother E. W. Lloyd. 

 RESOLVED:   That the chairman of the committee, appointed to provide a place of meeting and 

furnish the Lodge with the necessary furniture, be allowed to draw upon the Treasure for the amount of 

one hundred dollars ($100.00) for that purpose, and that the Treasure be ordered to honor his drafts for 

the same.  

 Lodge called off to be on again Friday 15th just at 7 o’clock. 

    --November 15, 1872 – 

 Lodge called on again from regular communication of the 13th just at 7 ½ o’clock. 

 E/A and F/C degrees conferred. 

 Nothing more appearing the Lodge was closed in due form and harmony, to assemble a 7 

o’clock at our next regular communication. 

    --December 11, 1872 – 

 Minutes of last regular communications not being in Lodge, no business was transacted.  The 

Lodge was called off to be on again Monday December 16th at 11 ½ o’clock am. 

    --December 16, 1872 – 

 The Lodge called on at 12 o’clock and conferred a M/M Degree. Lodge then called off till 8 

o’clock. 

 The Lodge called on at 8 pm for election and installation of officers for the year 5873. 

 Report of committee on Hall and furniture given by Brother D. W. Haines.  On motion was 

received as information. 

 The Worshipful Master appointed Brothers Lloyd, Ulmo and Kuker as a committee to examine 

Secretary and Treasure books. 
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    --January 8, 1873 – 

 The committee appointed to examine the Secretary and Treasure books, reported that they had 

discharged that duty and found the books correct. 

 A resolution offered by Brother James Allen asking aid from all Lodges in the U. S. A...  Referred 

to a committee of three.Brothers Allen, Chase, and McPherson. 

    --February 12, 1873 – 

 Meeting in the Masonic Hall. 

 Balloting and bills were handled 

 The Lodge was then called off to be on again Monday 17th at 7 ½ o’clock. 

    --February 17, 1873 – 

 Lodge called on again at 8 o’clock. 

    --March 12, 1873 – 

 Meeting at the Masonic Hall.  One raised to the M/M Degree. 

    --April 9, 1873 – 

The arrears list was read and no action taken.  The Secretary was instructed to notify all members in 

arrears to appear at the next regular communication and show cause why they should not be dealt with 

according to article 104 of the constitution. 

    --May 9, 1873 – 

 The arrears list read and action taken upon all members in arrears, but on motion of Brother 

Allen Treasure and 2nd, the case of each Brother was reconsidered and longer time granted. 

 In the case of Brother L. A. McCall the Secretary was ordered to communicate and ask him 

whether the demit granted by Lodge was ever received by him and if not, to forward demit to him. 

 The Secretary was ordered to again notify all Brothers in arrears, who came under the rule to 

appear and show cause why they should not be dealt with according to the constitution. 

    --June 4, 1873 – 

 The arrears list was read and action taken upon all members in arrears, by ballot with the 

following results;  three (3) Brothers erased non-payment of dues and five (5) Brothers not erased and 

given more time. 

 On motion of Brother Gamble and 2nd Brother Heaney’s dues were remitted to December 27th of 

5872. 

    --July 9, 1873 – 

 It was moved and seconded, that suitable resolution be drafted by a committee of three, 

consisting of Brothers N. Esklemam, J. H. Husbands, and S. A. Robertson, on the death of our late 

Brother Samuel P. Evans, and submit it at our next regular communication to his memory. 

 The Lodge ordered a vote of thanks to be tendered to Brother W. A. Buis for the very handsome 

Bible presented to us by him. 

    --August 6, 1873 – 

 A suitable resolution on the death of Brother S. P. Evans was submitted by the committee and 

read in open Lodge.  The resolution was adopted. 

 On a motion of Past Master Lloyd a vote of thanks was tendered Brothers D. W. Haines, H. A. 

Ulmo, and Henry Lamb for the beautiful and substantial presents, that is the alter jewels, three tapers, 

and spittoons. 
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 A committee of three was appointed, Brothers Chase, Allen, and Lloyd, to report scheme and 

plan of insurance as informed by Brother E. W. Lloyd. 

 The Lodge was then called off to be on again, Tuesday evening the 12th at 8 o’clock. 

    --August 12, 1873 – 

 Tuesday evening, August 12, 1873 Lodge called on at 8 o’clock pm and two Brothers E/A passed 

to the degree of an F/C.  The Lodge then closed in due and ancient form. 

    --September 3, 1873 – 

 Bills were read and ordered paid.  The Lodge was then called off, to be on again Sept. 4th. 

    --September 4, 1873 – 

 The Lodge resumed labor and two F/C masons were duly and truly raised to the sublime Degree 

of a Master Mason. 

    --October 1, 1873 – 

 A communication from Brother W. H. Jamison, Secretary of a convention of Cheraw Lodge no. 

15 and Society Hill Lodge no. 147, on the subject of the formation of a class of Masons for Mutual Life 

Insurance, was read and in response to the request of the same, Brothers E. W. Lloyd, James Allen and 

Jerome P. Chase were appointed to meet with delegates of other Lodges of this District on the 21st of 

October at Society Hill. 

 Notice was given that at the next regular meeting the arrears list would be read and enforced. 

 On motion of Brother Past Master E. W. Lloyd it was; 

 RESOLVED:   That the thanks of this Lodge are due and are hereby tendered to Brothers James 

Allen, Treasure, and to the family of Brother Dan W. Haines for the handsome seat cushions and 

decorations. 

 RESOLVED:   That the forgoing resolution be communicated by the Secretary to Brother Allen 

and Mrs. Haines. 

    --October 9, 1873 – 

 A special communication was called for the purpose of conferring the Master Mason Degree 

upon F/C Brother John Robert Cole.  He being in waiting was admitted and raised to the Sublime Degree 

of a Master Mason. 

    --October 20, 1873 – 

 A meeting was called for the purpose of conferring the Master Mason Degree upon F/C Brother 

M. M. McCall.  He being in waiting was admitted and raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. 

    --October 29, 1873 – 

 On motion of Brother Senior Warden, it was resolved that the Lodge should have refreshments 

on the night of their anniversary and that the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) of Lodge funds be used, if 

needed and on motion a committee of three were appointed as a committee of arrangements.  Brothers 

Allen, Strauss, and Morris. 

    --November 12, 1873 – 

 An extra communication held this evening. 

 Brother B. H. Whittington made application for the Master Mason Degree.  A ballet was ordered 

and on being declared, he was duly elected.  He being in waiting was admitted and raised to the sublime 

Degree of a Master Mason. 
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    --December 3, 1873 – 

 The Right Worshipful District Deputy Grand Master E. W. Lloyd was announced and presided 

according to the custom of Masonry. 

 A communication from Winyah Lodge No. 40 Georgetown, S.C. asking assistance, they having 

lost their Lodge by fire, was read and on motion of Brother Senior Warden the sum of five dollars ($5.00) 

was ordered to be sent. 

 This being the night for election of officers for the ensuing term or masonic year.  Nominations 

were called and the new officers were duly elected to serve. 

    --January 7, 1874 – 

 The committee appointed by Worshipful Master on charity 

  Brothers E. W. Lloyd, James Allen, A. A. Strauss 

 The committee on Secretary and Treasure books 

  Brothers Jerome P. Chase, S. A. Robertson, and John Corby 

 A verbal communication from Brother James Allen and from Mrs. M. C. Ellis, stating that she 

would give an entertainment for the purpose of raising funds for our Lodge.  On motion of Brother Allen 

a committee was appointed to confer with Mrs. Ellis with instructions by the Lodge to take such steps as 

they may think proper in the matter and tender Mrs. Ellis for her kind offer.  The committee appointed 

was Brothers James Allen and J. W. King. 

 On motion of Brother Senior Warden the committee will also tender Mrs. Ellis thanks for the use 

of her Hall for the evening.  A resolution being offered by Brother Lloyd for a committee to be appointed 

to look and endeavor to procure a Hall for our further meetings.   The committee to consist of Brothers 

Lloyd,  Strauss, McKenzie, McCown, and Allen. 

 Thanks of Lodge tendered to Brother A. A. Strauss for donation of fifty dollars ($50.00) to 

purchase columns. 

    --January 28, 1874 – 

 The report of the committee on the Secretary and Treasure books was received and adopted. 

The report of E. W. Lloyd, chairman of committee to procure a Hall for our meetings of the 

building of a Lodge, merely reported progress.  

 On motion of Brother Senior Warden the same committee is authorized to negotiate for any 

property they may think proper for the purpose of building or securing a Hall. 

    --February 25, 1874 – 

 The minutes of last regular communication was read and confirmed. 

 Demits asked for by Brother Galliard and Alford.   They were granted. 

    --April 1, 1974 – 

 Meeting in the Masonic Hall.   Next meeting called off. 

    --November 18, 1874 – 

 Next meeting held at Florence Fire Engine Company Hall. 

 Report of committee appointed to procure a place to hold our meetings, read and received as 

information.  On motion of Brother Chase the committee was discharged.  On motion of Brother Chase 

the same committee was reappointed with instructions to perfect all arrangements and report at the 

next regular communication. 
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    --December 16, 1874 – 

 The meeting was held at the Florence Fire Engine Company Hall 

 The Lodge opened in due form and harmony.  The Secretary being absent, it was moved that the 

reading of the minutes be postponed until the next communication.  It was then moved by Brother 

Chase and second by Brother Corby, that the Hall committee confer with parties owning the building 

known as the Cox building and secure on the building a lease for the space of five years in behalf of the 

Lodge.  The Lodge then went into the election of officers to serve for the next masonic year. 

    --January 20, 1875 – 

 Meeting held at the Florence Masonic Hall 

 A communication from Fair Play Lodge asking assistance was read and Past Master Haines 

moved that it be referred to the Treasure and that he be instructed to examine his books and if Fair Play 

Lodge helped us when we were in distressed to refund the same amount back to them.  Adopted.  An 

amendment was then offered by Past Master Chase that all those in favor of responding to said Lodge 

could do so by applying to Brother James Allen, Treasure.  Adopted. 

 The Hall committee, who was appointed to procure a place for us to meet, read this report and 

begged to be discharged, granted. 

 Past Master Haines then offered the following resolution: 

 RESOLVED:   That whereas the duties of the Hall Committee of this Lodge for the past three 

years have been of a very trying character be it therefore resolved; 

 RESOLVED: That the retiring committee who have this night made a most satisfactory report of 

their stewardship and by request most honorably discharged and are entitled to the highest thanks of 

their brothers for their untiring efforts in once again providing us with a suitable place to secret our 

masonic alter and pursue the work of the craft with propriety and with a prospect of prosperity not far 

in the future, adopted. 

 A Hall Committee for the ensuing year was then appointed consisting of Brothers Past Master E. 

W. Lloyd, D. W. Haines, and James Allen.  Past Master Haines then offered the following; 

 RESOLVED:   That the Hall committee shall consist of three, one of whom shall be the chairman 

as designated by the Master.  They shall have sole control of the Hall, its repairs and provisions, except 

those required from the stewards under supervision of the Junior Warden.  They shall secure all monies 

for rentals of the Hall to whom same rented and pay from funds all repairs of Hall and furniture, lights, 

fuel, and etc., and shall make a report quarterly to the Treasurer who shall keep an open account with 

Hall Committee.  If at the expiration of three months the committee shall have a balance on hand it shall 

be transferred to the Treasurer and placed to their credit.  But if on the other hand their receipts should 

fail to cover all necessary expenses, the deficient shall be made up from the Treasurer by consent of the 

Lodge, Adopted. 

 A communication from Warley Council asking use of the Hall was referred to the Hall 

committee. 

 A committee was appointed to examine the Secretary and Treasurer books.  The committee 

consisted of E. W. Lloyd, Corby, and Kuker. 

    --February 11, 1875 – 

 The meeting was held at the Masonic Hall 
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 A report of the committee on the Secretary and Treasurer books was favorable, adopted and 

committee discharged. 

 A letter of application from Mrs. Henry Wittington asking for assistance was read.  Brother John 

Corby offered the following resolution with an amendment by Past Master Haines; 

 RESOLVES:    That a committee of two be appointed to wait on Mrs. Wittington and inquire 

to what extent she needs assistance and report to the Worshipful Master immediately  

and he should take such steps as he sees proper to do.  The resolution was adopted and a committee 

appointed of Brothers Corby and Kuker. 

 After an E/A Degree, the Lodge was closed in short form on the A/A Degree and opened in like 

manner on the M/M Degree and then called off.  From labor to refreshment, to be on again on Thursday 

evening the 25th at 7 ½ pm. 

    --February 25, 1875 –- 

There being no business the Lodge was closed in due form and harmony. 

   --March 17, 1875 – 

A communication from Solomon Lodge No. 1 in Charleston, requesting us a favor, to confer the 

F/C Degree on Jacob Flagg. 

The arrears list was read and resulted as follows.  Four Brothers granted further time, and six 

Brothers granted until next regular communication. 

A Bill from James Allen for sundries in of those lost in the fire, was presented and ordered paid. 

   --April 13, 1875 – 

A communication from Monticello Lodge asking assistance was read and Past Master Haines 

moved that a donation of five dollars be given, motion carried. 

A communication from Grand Lodge asking assistance in behalf of distressed Brothers in Kansas 

was read and Past Master Haines moved, with an amendment by Past Master Chase, that all 

contributions from Kansas in aid of this Lodge be refunded back to them, resolution adopted. 

A communication from Solomon Lodge acknowledging receipt of letter and extending thanks for 

the F/C Degree on Brother Jacob Flagg. 

   --May 19, 1875 – 

A communication from Orman Lodge asking assistance was read Past Master Haines moved that 

a donation of five dollars be given, the motion carried. 

Charges were preferred against Brother M. E. Pearsall, conduct unbecoming a man and a mason, 

and the Secretary was instructed to notify Brother Pearsall to appear at our next regular 

communication, and show good cause why these charges should not be preferred against him. 

   --June 13, 1875 – 

A communication from Monticello Lodge, acknowledging receipt of letter and money, five 

dollars. 

   --July 14, 1875 – 

A communication from Orman Lodge, acknowledging receipt of letter and donation of five 

dollars. 

The Lodge was called off to be on again Wednesday evening 27th. 

   --July 27, 1875 – 

The Lodge was called from refreshment to labor. 
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The charges and specifications against Brother W. E. Pearsall was read a second time and action 

taken.  Brother J. Ellis testified of his knowledge of a previous marriage of W. E.  

Pearsall and more recent conduct.  After trial a ballot was taken and the Brother was found guilty and 

expelled from Masonry. 

   --August 15, 1875 – 

The Lodge opened and initiated one candidate and raised another to the Master Mason Degree.  

The Lodge was closed in due form and harmony. 

   --September 15, 1875 – 

An account of Past Master Haines for furnishing supper on the evening of the 11th of August was 

read and ordered to be paid.  The thanks of the Lodge was tendered to Past Master Haines for his 

kindness and taste in furnishing and preparing above said supper. 

   --October 13, 1875 – 

A Master Mason Degree was put on for one Candidate. 

 The Lodge was then called off, from labor to refreshment, to be on again Friday evening October 

15th. 

    --October 15, 1875 – 

 The Lodge was called from refreshment to labor. 

 It was then moved by Past Master Haines and seconded by Past Master Lloyd, that the Secretary 

be instructed to notify all Brothers in arrears through a written summons and through “The Florence 

Pioneer” that the arrears list would be read and acted upon and business of importance transacted. 

    --October 22, 1875 – 

 An extra communication was held. 

 A committee of three from Horry Lodge was appointed to visit our Lodge and investigate the 

matter concerning one Leurs Harris, who the committee claims, that the said Harris came into 

possession of the Horry Lodge seal in an illegal manner.  A committee of five Brothers was then 

appointed, consisting of Worshipful Master Ulmo, D. W. Haines, E. W. Lloyd, John Corby, and John Kuker 

to investigate the matter and report as soon as possible.  It was then moved and seconded that the 

committee communicate with Horry Lodge and give them the results of the investigation.  The thanks of 

the Lodge was then tendered to the committee of Horry Lodge for information  

    --November, 10, 1875 – 

 A letter of application from Catawba Lodge asking assistance was read and Past Master E. W. 

Lloyd moved that a donation of five dollars be given, carried. 

 The Lodge was then called off from labor to refreshment, to be on again Friday evening 

November 12th. 

    --November 12, 1875 – 

 The Lodge was called from refreshment to labor. 

 The arrears list was then read and the following Brothers names erased from the roll.  Five 

names on the list, two Brothers were granted further time. 

    --December 8, 1875 – 

 The annual communication of Amity Lodge No.121 AFM was held this evening. 

 The Lodge held its annual election of officers for next year. 
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 A communication from the Palmetto Guards, asking assistance in erecting a monument and 

cooperation in the Centennial Celebration of the “Battle of Fort Moultrie” read and referred to the 

following committee, Brothers H. A. Ulmo, E. W. Lloyd, James Allen, and William McMillian. 

An account from F. L. Schoebow for refreshments furnished to the Lodge was read and ordered 

to be paid. 

 The committee on the Secretary and Treasurer books was then appointed, consisting of 

Brothers John Kuker, C. E. Jarrett,  and D. W. Haines. 

    --January 12, 1876 – 

 The committee on Secretary and Treasurer books granted time. 

    --February 9, 1876 – 

 A bill from F. L. Schoebow for refreshments for the Lodge was read and ordered to be paid. 

    --March 8, 1876 – 

 A regular communication the minutes were read.  Then the Lodge was called off to be on again 

Thursday evening March 9th. 

    --March 9, 1876 – 

 The Lodge called on again from refreshment to labor for the purpose of initiating one candidate.  

The Lodge then closed in due form. 

    --April 5, 1876 – 

 A regular communication, the minutes were read and the ballot was taken and then the Lodge 

was closed. 

    --April 13, 1876 – 

 A special communication of Amity Lodge was held this evening for the purpose of conferring the 

F/C Degree. 

    --May 3, 1876 – 

 A regular communication was held.  The minutes were read and the ballot for the M/M Degree  

was taken.  The Lodge was then closed in due form. 

    --May 30, 1876 – 

 This was the night for a regular communication.   

 An application from Brother W. A. Washington for a demit, and it was granted. 

 A master mason Degree was then conferred. 

    --July   , 1876 – 

 A bill from A. Cohen for refreshments furnished to the Lodge for $5.15  was ordered to be 

placed to his credit. 

 Brother Haines moved that a committee be appointed to wait on the Treasurer and find out the 

financial condition of the Lodge.  The committee consisted of Brothers Haines, Lloyd and Jarrett. 

    --August 2, 1876 – 

 The Lodge was opened but there was no business to conduct, so the Lodge was closed in due 

form. 

    --August 29, 1876 – 

 The Lodge was opened but there was no business to conduct, so the Lodge was closed in due 

form. 
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    --September 27, 1876 – 

 A communication from Albert Lodge No. 89 Mississippi asking assistance was then read.  Past 

Master Haines moved that a donation of two dollars be given, carried. 

    --November 1, 1876 – 

The minutes of the last communication was read and two petitions were read. There being no 

further business the Lodge was then called off to be on again Friday evening November 3rd. 

    --November 5, 1876 – 

 The Lodge was called on from refreshment to labor. 

 The arrears list was read and the Secretary instructed to notify all members in arrears to appear 

at our next regular communication and show good cause why their names should not be erased from 

the roll. 

    --November 27, 1876 – 

 The arrears list was read and Brother J. M. Haines moved with a second from Brother John 

Corby, that the defaulters be granted further time and the Secretary was ordered to notify the 

defaulters of appending action.  

    --December 27, 1876 – 

 It was moved by Past Master Haines and properly seconded that owing to the pressure of 

secondary matters, that the final action upon the arrears list, that action be deferred until the meeting 

in January. 

 The Lodge then, after balloting on candidate, was declared open for in election of officers.  After 

which the new officers were installed. 

    --January 25, 1877 – 

 The minutes of the last meeting was read.  The Lodge then balloted on candidates.  No further 

business coming before the Lodge, the meeting was called from Labor to refreshment, to be on again on 

February 26. 

    --February 26, 1877 – 

 The Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at 8 pm.  The Lodge raised one candidate to the 

Master Mason Degree. 

 No further business coming before the Lodge, the Lodge was closed in due form and harmony. 

    --March, 28, 1877 – 

 The minutes of the last communication were then read and confirmed.  The Secretary and 

Treasurer were then installed. 

 No further business coming before the Lodge, the Lodge was closed in due form and harmony. 

    --April 25, 1877 – 

 The Lodge was informed of a petition from Mrs. Holliman for assistance.  The petition not being 

on hand, the matter was deferred to the next communication. 

 The Secretary was ordered, by the Worshipful Master, to make out a correct statement of all 

arrears to this Lodge. 

    --July, 1877 – 

 The minutes of our last regular communication was read and confirmed.  The arrears list was 

deferred to the next regular communication on account of the small attendance.  
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There being no further business coming before the Lodge, the Lodge was closed in due form and 

harmony. 

   --August 22, 1877 – 

On account of the small attendance the arrears list was deferred until the next regular meeting.  

The Secretary was ordered to notify the Brothers that the arrears list will be erased. 

A bill for rent was read for the amount of $85.00, but on motion of Brother Kuker and seconded 

by Brother Cohen, this bill was not accepted.   

Brother Frank made a statement that several gents were desirous of joining the Lodge, but 

could not do so on account of the high charges.  There was no action taken on this matter. 

   --March 13, 1878 – 

The minutes of the last communication was read and confirmed. The Lodge held election of 

officers and afterwards proceeded to install them for the coming year. 

   --July 10, 1878 – 

On motion of Brother C. Frank to reduce the fees on the three degrees to $2.00 and the same to 

be sent the Grand Lodge of S.C., for their approval. 

   --January 10, 1879 – 

A communication from John W. Cox, Landlord, was read demanding the return of the lease of 

the Lodge Hall, which upon motion was surrendered. 

Brother Snead moved that the Brothers be summoned to attend the next regular 

communication to show cause why they should not be erased from the roll for non-payment of dues, 

which was carried. 

communication to show cause why they should not be erased from the roll for non-payment of 

dues, which was carried. 

No further business appearing, the Lodge was called from labor to refreshment, to be called on 

again on our next Wednesday evening at 7 ½ o’clock. 

   --February 5, 1879 – 

The arrears list was then read.  The following names were erased from the books for non-

payment of dues; C. D. Bristow, Samuel McPherson, M. J. McCown, M. M. McCall, S. B. Sessons, and  

J. A. Gamble 

    --August 5, 1879 – 

 A communication was read from Brother P. B. Bacot asking for a demit, when on motion a demit 

was granted him upon his payment of the dues charged against him. 

    --June 4, 1879 – 

 On the motion of Brother C. Phillips it was agreed to appoint a committee of three to examine 

and investigate the books and ascertain how they stand. 

 The books to be examined in reference to Brother Shepherd. 

    --September 5, 1879 – 

 A regular communication of Amity Lodge No. 121 AFM was held tonight at 8 ½ o’clock on the 

Master Mason Degree. 

 The following Officers present 

  Brother   J. T. Cordy   W. M. 

  Brother   E. W. Lloyd   S. W.  
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  Brother  S. A. Robertson   J. W. 

  Brother  C. Frank   Treasurer 

  Brother  L. R. Owens   Secretary 

  Brother  F. F. McMillian   S. D. 

  Brother  J. H. Husbands   J. D. 

  Brother  J. H. Husbands   Tyler 

 The Lodge was opened in due form harmony on the Master Mason Degree.  The minutes of the 

last communication was read and confirmed. 

 On motion of Brother E. W. Lloyd it was agreed to refer to the account of Brother Shepherd to a 

committee to make further investigation into the matter. 

 An account of Hampton Lodge against Amity Lodge for Hall rent of five months at $5.50 was 

submitted and approved by the Worshipful Master, J. T. Corby. 

 There being no further business, the Lodge was closed in due form and harmony. 

 

      (signed)      L. R. Owens 

       Secretary  (pro-tem) 

 

 

 

 

    --October 21, 1879 – 

 A regular communication of Amity Lodge No. 121 AFM was held to-night at 8 o’clock.  The Lodge 

was opened on the Master Mason Degree. 

 The following Officers present: 

  Brother  E. W. Lloyd   W. M. 

  Brother  W. W. McMillian  S. W. 

  Brother  G. P. McIndog   J. W. 

  Brother  L. R. Owens   Secretary 

  Brother  C. Frank   Treasurer 

  Brother  F. F. McMillian   S. D. 

  Brother  J. H. Husbands   J. D. 

  Brother  J. H. Husbands   Tyler 

 The Lodge was opened in due form and harmony on the Master Mason Degree.  The minutes of 

the last regular communication was read and confirmed. 

 A Letter from S. L. Mendith application for E/A Degree received and a committee of three 

appointed by the Worshipful Master  

 The committee asked for further time in the account of Brother W. H. Shepherd and to report at 

the next regular communication. 

 There being no further business coming before the Lodge, the Lodge was closed in due form and 

harmony. 

       (signed)  L. R. Owens 

         Secretary   (pro-tem) 
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 This is the end of the minutes of Amity Lodge No. 121.  There is no more information that I know 

of.  I have copied the last two meetings so you can see that most of the brothers present are not 

members any more.  For example E. W. Lloyd is Master of Hampton under dispensation starting in 

January of 1879. 

 The year 1882 saw Most Worshipful John D. Kennedy come to the chair as Grand Master.  The 

Grand Lodge showed it meant business about the matter of Subordinate Lodges in arrears when it 

rescinded the charters of 13 Lodges.  Of these 13 Lodges Amity Lodge No. 121, and St. David’s Lodge No. 

72 are included. 

 These good Brothers had a short but very eventful existence.  They fought the good fight and 

seemed to err on the side of brotherly love.  I truly think they had the wellbeing of the fraternity in their 

minds, hearts and actions. 

 Don’t shed a tear for this good Lodge, for they did not just disappear and dissolve.  They 

somehow became Hampton Lodge No. 204.  This Lodge was the Mother Lodge of Hampton and they 

went right on being great Masons in the New HAMPTON LODGE NO.204. 

 We at Hampton are proud of our heritage and the brothers who lived our history. 
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AMITY  LODGE  No. 121 

     -- 1866 -- 

W.M. Haines, Dan W.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. McCall, John N.    J.w. Miley, John 

Tres.      Sec. 

S.D.      J.D. 

Stew. Withington, Henry   Stew. Pawley, James H. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

 

     -- 1867 -- 

W.M. McCall, John N.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. Gayle, John P.    J.w. Lloyd, Edward William 

Tres. Jones, L. W.    Sec. Stoll, George McD 

S.D. Mazyck, B. G.    J.D. Withington, Henry 

Stew. Ulmo, Henry A.    Stew. McCall, L. A. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

     -- 1868 -- 

W.M. Lloyd, Edward William   Members  Degrees 

S.W. Gayle, John P.    J.w. Jones, L. W. 

Tres. Gilbert,, H. M.    Sec. Stoll, George McD 

S.D. Washington, W. A.   J.D. McPherson, Samuel 

Stew. McCall, L. A.    Stew. Ulmo, Henry A. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

     -- 1869 -- 

W.M. Lloyd, Edward William   Members  Degrees 

S.W. Jones, L. W.    J.w. Chase, Jerome P. 

Tres. Allen, James    Sec. Strauss, A. A. 

S.D. Ulmo, Henry A.    J.D. Gamble, Julian A. 

Stew. Bristow, C. D.    Stew. Galliard, J. W. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

     -- 1870 -- 

W.M. Haines, J. M.   Members  Degrees 

S.W. Chase, Jerome P.   J.w. Withington, Henry 

Tres. Allen, James    Sec. Lloyd, Edward William 

S.D. Bacot, A. J. W.    J.D. Gamble, Julian A. 

Stew. Morris, A. M.    Stew. Baruch, A. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 
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AMITY  LODGE  No. 121 

     -- 1871 -- 

W.M. Chase, Jerome P.   Members  Degrees 

S.W. Guerry, Legrand F.   J.w. Morris, Manley E. 

Tres. Allen, James    Sec. Robertson, S. Augustua  

S.D. Gamble, Julian A.   J.D. Baruch, A. 

Stew. Jackman, William   Stew. McCown, M. J. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

 

     -- 1872 -- 

W.M. Haines, Dan W.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. Ulmo, Henry A.    J.w. Morris, Manley E. 

Tres. Allen, James    Sec. Stratton, P. B. 

S.D. Gamble, Julian A.   J.D. Corby, John T. 

Stew. McPherson, Samuel   Stew. Kuker, John 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

     -- 1873 -- 

W.M. Haines, Dan W.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. Ulmo, Henry A.    J.w. Strauss, A. A. 

Tres. Allen, James    Sec. Stratton, P. B. 

S.D. Corby, John T.    J.D. Jackman, William 

Stew. McKenzie, William   Stew. McMillian, William W. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

     -- 1874 -- 

W.M. Ulmo, Henry A.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. McKenzie, William   J.w. Corby, John T. 

Tres. Allen, James    Sec. McMillian, William W. 

S.D. McMillian, F. F.    J.D. Jackman, William 

Stew. Shepherd, William H.   Stew. McPherson, Samuel 

Chaplin      Tyler McCall, M. M. 

 

     --1875 -- 

W.M. Ulmo, Henry A.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. Corby, John t.    J.w. Kuker, John 

Tres. Allen, James    Sec. McMillian, William W.  

S.D. Bristow, C. D.    J.D. Parrott, C.E. 

Stew. Frank, Charles    Stew. Lewis, George N. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 
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AMITY  LODGE  No. 121 

     -- 1876 -- 

W.M. Lloyd, Edward William   Members  Degrees 

S.W. McMillian, William W.   J.w. Jackman, William 

Tres. Kuker, John    Sec. Cohen, W. W. 

S.D. McMillian, F. F.    J.D. Snead, J. H. 

Stew. Frank, Charles    Stew. Surad, J. W. 

Chaplin      Tyler Shepherd, William H. 

 

 

     -- 1877 -- 

W.M. Corby, John T.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. Bristow, C. D.    J.w. Phillips, C. 

Tres. Kuker, John    Sec. Franks, Charles 

S.D. McMillian, F. F.    J.D. Snead, J. H. 

Stew. Turner, J. H.    Stew. Lewis, George N. 

Chaplin      Tyler Husbands, John H. 

 

     -- 1878 -- 

W.M. Corby, John T.    Members  Degrees 

S.W. Bristow, C.D.    J.w. Phillips, C. 

Tres. Kuker, John    Sec. Franks, Charles 

S.D. McMillian, F. F.    J.D. Snead, J. H. 

Stew. Lewis, Redden    Stew. Lewis, George N. 

Chaplin      Tyler Husbands, John H. 

 

     -- 1879 --  

W.M. Lloyd, Edward William   Members     31  Degrees     10  

S.W. McMillian, F. F.     J.W. Lewis, Redding 

Tres. Manheim, L.    Sec. McMilliam, W. W. 

S.D.      J.D. 

Stew.      Stew. 

Chap      Tyler Husbands, John H. 
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    --------------- A --------------- 

Alford, G. T.     Allen, James  

     

    --------------- B --------------- 

Bacot, A. J. W.     Bacot, E. A. 

Bacot, P. B.     Baruch, A. 

Benchener, L.     Blackmon, William 

Bristow, C. D.     Brown, W. H. 

Brunson, Sr. E. B.    Brunson, Jr. E. B. 

Brunson, J. H.     Buis, W. A. 

 

    --------------- C --------------- 

Cain, E. G.     Chase, C. C. 

Chase, Jerome P.    Cohen, Adolph 

Cohen, W. W.     Cole, J. R. 

Corby, John T.      

 

    --------------- D --------------- 

Douglas, A. S. 

 

    --------------- E --------------- 

Ellis, J. J.     Eskleman, Nicholas W. 

Evans, Samuel, P. 

 

    --------------- F --------------- 

Ford, F. W.     Frank, Charles 

 

    --------------- G --------------- 

Gamble, Julian A.    Gayle, John P.  

Gayle, T. J.     Gilbert, H. M. 

Galliard, J. W.     Gregg, Smilie A.  

Guerry, Legrand F.     

 

    --------------- H --------------- 

Haines, Dan W.     Haines, J. M. 
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Hanley, Martin     Harris, Daniel W. 

Heaney      Husbands, John H. 

 

 

    --------------- I --------------- 

 

 

    --------------- J --------------- 

Jackman, William    Jarrett, C. E. 

Jones, L. W.     Jones, T. W. 

 

 

    --------------- K --------------- 

King, J. W.     Kuker, John 

    

 

 --------------- L --------------- 

Lamb, Henry     Lewis, George, N. 

Lewis, Redden     Lloyd, Edward William 

Lucas, A. P. 

 

    --------------- Mc ------------- 

McCall, John N.     McCall, L. A. 

McCall, M. M.     McCown, M. J.    

McKenzie, William    McMillian, F. F.  

McMillian, William  W.    McPherson, Samuel 

McSneed, Joe     McSneed, W. 

 

    --------------- M --------------- 

Mazyck, B. G.     Maxwell, W. J. 

Miley, John     Mom, M. C. 

Morris, A. M.     Morris, Manley E. 

Muldraw, C. 

 

 

    --------------- N --------------- 

 

 

    --------------- O --------------- 

 

 

    --------------- P --------------- 
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Pamty, J. H..     Parrott, C. E. 

Pawley, James H.    Pearsall, M. E. 

Pettigrew, J. A.     Phillips, C. 

 

    --------------- Q --------------- 

 

 

    --------------- R --------------- 

Riley, W.     Robertson, S. Augustua  

Rouse, R. A. 

 

    --------------- S --------------- 

Sanders, W. J.     Sessons, S. B. 

Shepherd, William  H.    Shiver, C. J. 

Snead, J. H.     Stoll, George  McD 

Stratton, P. B.     Strauss, A. A.  

Surad, J. W. 

 

    --------------- T --------------- 

Tamly, E. H.     Turner, J. H. 

 

    --------------- U --------------- 

Ulmo, Henry A. 

 

    --------------- V --------------- 

 

    -----------W-X-Y-Z------------ 

Wannamaker, R. A.    Ward, N. S. 

Washington, W. A.    Weatherford, C. K. 

Webster, W. D.     Whittington, B. H. 

Wiley, J.     Wingate, J E.     

Withington, Henry    Zimmerman, William 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


